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Welcome
The staff, children and governors would like to welcome you to our
school, which together with St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church, provides a
focal point for life in our ancient and beautiful village.

Our Core Values
Respect, Responsibility, Courage, Honesty, Thoughtfulness
Our Code of Conduct




Taking care of each other
Always trying our best
Everyone learning together

Our Aims
We aim to provide a positive learning environment:
 Where all stakeholders are valued, respected and supported through our Christian ethos;
 Where pupils and staff are happy, enjoy learning together and share the school’s values and
expectations;
 Where pupils are involved in their learning targets, decision making within the school and are able
to develop their social and emotional skills and have confidence in their abilities and have high selfesteem;
 Where teaching and learning maintains high standards of achievement so that all pupils attain their
personal goals and fulfil their potential;
 Where there is mutual respect between staff, pupils and parents through improved communication;
 Where the importance of a healthy lifestyle is shared by all stakeholders;
 Where governors understand their role and provide strategic direction which is technically efficient
and effective in the use of the school’s resources.
We are proud that this statement is the result of co-operative work between the Governing Body, the
staff and members of the community. It reflects our belief that we should all work together to create a
safe and happy environment where children can learn in accordance with the requirements of the
National Curriculum, as well as develop social awareness and respect for one another.
Equal Opportunities
We promote a positive ethos where discrimination on the basis of colour, culture, religion, gender or
ability is unacceptable. We actively promote understanding, respect and appreciation of all aspects of
living in a multicultural society. We investigate all incidents of a racist or sexist nature to support the
victim and take appropriate action with the perpetrator.
Disability
Most of the school is accessible to anyone with a disability and we are committed to ensuring those with
disabilities are supported to access the curriculum in full.

Key information
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Address:

Horndon on the Hill C of E Primary School
Hillcrest Road
Horndon on the Hill
Essex SS17 8LR

Telephone:
Fax:

01375 673260
01375 643509

Email:
Website:
Twitter:

admin@horndon-on-the-hill.thurrock.sch.uk
www.horndononthehill.org.uk
@HOTHSchool

Headteacher: Mr T Martinson

Chair of Governors: Mrs L Fergus

Number of children attending: 200

Admission limit: 30 per class

Local Education Authority: Thurrock

Latest Ofsted Report: Graded Good July 2015

Governors
Name

Type of Governor

Appointed or elected by

Mr T Martinson

Headteacher

Ex-officio

Mrs L Fergus
Mrs H Gentry
Mrs A Sentence

Foundation
Foundation
Foundation

Church
Church
Church

Vacancy
Mrs L Kemp
Mrs J Nicholas

Parent
Parent
Parent

Parents
Parents
Parents

Mr R Burdett
Mr P Legg
Mr N Speight

Co-opted
Co-opted
Co-opted

Governing Body
Governing Body
Governing Body

Mr A Hales

Staff

Staff

Vacancy

Local Authority

Local Authority

Clerk to the Governing Body: Mrs. R. Waddell, c/o Horndon on the Hill C of E Primary School.
More information of the governors and the specific roles that they undertake can be found on the school
website.
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Staff List as of September 2016
Teaching Staff
Name

Designation

Mr T Martinson

Headteacher

Mrs D Bradley

Deputy Headteacher/ Class 2 teacher

Ms K Voss
Mrs G Bray

Senior Teacher/ Class 5 teacher
Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo)

Miss K Wilkins
Mrs J. Ramsey/ Mrs J Phillips
Mr A Hales
Miss H Castle
Miss H. Hill

Class R teacher
Class 1 teachers
Class 3 teacher
Class 4 teacher
Class 6 teacher
Support Staff

Mrs T Knock
Mrs L Sheppard
Mrs Z Reeves
Mrs J Carroll
Mrs S Jones
Mrs E Phillips
Mrs M Mansfield
Mrs M Devonshire
Mrs M Soyebo

Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Higher Level Teaching Assistant with responsibility for ICT
Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant with midday responsibilities
Teaching Assistant with midday responsibilities
Teaching Assistant with midday responsibilities
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant with midday responsibilities

Mrs T Nunnery
Mrs S Legg

School Manager
Office Assistant

Mrs Y Speight
Ms J Bashforth
Mrs A Collier
Vacancy

Senior Midday Assistant
Midday Assistant
Midday Assistant
Midday Assistant

Mr S Blackmore

Caretaker

PPA Time (planning, preparation and assessment)
All schools are required to provide 10% non-contact time for teachers to enable them to complete
planning, preparation and assessment. In order to provide this time we have employed a fully qualified
teacher and two HLTA’s (Higher Level Teaching Assistants). Lessons will still be planned and assessed as
normal and children will continue to receive a high standard of teaching. As with all other activities
within the school this is monitored by the senior management team.
Our teaching assistants are employed at the school to support all pupils in the classroom. Some teaching
assistants have designated roles to support intervention programmes and/or to support individual pupils
as part of their statutory assessment.
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Admissions
Horndon-on-the-Hill Church of England Foundation Primary School has a
distinctive Christian ethos which is at the centre of school life. We provide
an inclusive, supportive and caring environment, shaped by Christian
values in which children can learn and flourish. We invite applications for
admission without reference to the ability or aptitude of the child. We
welcome applications from all families, irrespective of whether they are
of the Christian faith, another faith or no faith. However, we expect
parents to respect our Christian ethos and its importance to our school.
The school enjoys close links with St Peter & St Paul Church, Horndon-onthe-Hill.
Parents are very welcome to visit the school, by arrangement with the
Headteacher, before making a final decision about their child’s schooling.
Applications and Admissions to our Reception Class
The number of admissions for the school year commencing 1st September 2016 is 30.
Applications for this school must be made on the appropriate form to the Local Authority. More
information can be found at https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/primary-school-admissions/applying-forprimary-school-place Proof of address is necessary with all applications and the school/local authority
reserves the right to check information given on application forms. If fraudulent information is given for
the purposes of obtaining a school place,
that place can be withdrawn at any time
before the child starts school.
Children whose birthdays are between
September 1st and August 31st in any one
academic year will be admitted full time to
school in the Autumn Term.
Full time education is not statutory until the
term after a child’s 5th birthday and we are
pleased to accommodate any parents who
do not wish their children to make an ‘early
start’.
In line with Government policy, children with an Education, Health Care Plan (EHCP) or a statement of
special educational needs applying to Horndon-on-the-Hill Primary School will automatically be
considered above all other categories of priority in the normal administration of admissions.

Over-subscription
Where applications for admission exceed the number of places available, the following criteria will be
applied in the order specified, to decide which children will be offered a place. A waiting list will be held
and administered by Thurrock Council as part of the co-ordinated admissions. Over-subscription criteria
are set out below in priority order:
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1. Looked after children – children in the care of the Local Authority.
2. A child whose normal place of residence is in the catchment area of the school at the date of
application and admission and have a sibling on the school roll at the time of application.
3. A child whose normal place of residence is in the catchment area of the school at the date of
application and admission.
4. A child whose normal place of residence is outside the catchment area at the date of application and
admission and have a sibling on the school roll at the time of application.
5. Children whose normal place of residence is outside the catchment area at the date of application
and admission.
Catchment Area
Details of school catchment areas in Thurrock are available on the Thurrock Council website, alternatively
a list of roads within the traditionally accepted area for admission to Horndon-on-the-Hill Primary School
is available from the school office.
Siblings
For the purpose of allocating places, the following will be classified as siblings:
 Full siblings living at the same address,
 Step siblings living at the same address,
 Half siblings living at the same address,
 Long term foster siblings living at the same address at the time of application and admission.
Applications for other classes in school
Applications for other classes in this school must be made on the appropriate form to the Local Authority.
Applications are received at any time and a place is offered only if there is a space available i.e. if there
are less than 30 children in the required year group.
Special Cases
Horndon-on-the-Hill Primary School may also give priority for admission to a child where there are other
exceptional social, medical or educational reasons for admission to the school. These reasons, and any
supporting evidence, e.g. from a doctor, social worker or educational psychologist, etc. must be submitted
with the application for admission.
General
 Should an application for admission to this school be refused, details of the appeals procedures will
be provided at that time.
 Applications received after the closing date will be placed on a waiting list in the order defined in the
above criteria.
 Attendance at Horndon-on-the-Hill Village Playgroup does not guarantee, or give any priority for
admission to Horndon-on-the-Hill C of E Primary School.

Distance from home to school (measured in a straight line in metres by a digital mapping system)
will be used to allocate school places. Those pupils who live nearer to the school will be given higher
priority. The straight line distance measurement is taken from the front door of the home address to
the main school gate.
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School Structure
We are a single form entry school and our
classes are organised into seven separate
year groups.
The classes are organised as follows:
Foundation Stage - Class R
At KS1 there are two classes:
Year 1
Class 1
Year 2
Class 2
At KS2 there are four classes:
Year 3
Class 3
Year 4
Class 4
Year 5
Class 5
Year 6
Class 6

The School Day
KS1 and Foundation Stage:
8.50 am - 12 Noon with a 20 minute mid-morning break
1.00 pm - 3.00 pm with a ten-minute break at 2.30 pm
KS2:
8.50 am - 12 Noon with a 20 minute mid-morning break
1.00 pm - 3.05 pm (no break during the afternoon)
Our school security gate is unlocked at 8.40am. Pupils must arrive in time to be present for the register
between 8.40 - 8.50am and lessons will start at 8.50 am. When children arrive in class they are expected
to read quietly or work on a task provided by the class teacher. A note is made of all children who arrive
after 8.50am and a letter will be sent home if children are late on five occasions.

School Uniform
We expect all children to wear uniform in the school colours: red, black, grey and white.
KS2 and KS1 if they wish to wear a tie
 White shirt with a red and white striped tie,
 Red v-neck jumper with school logo.
Whole School
 White polo shirt with the school logo,
 Red crew neck jumper with school logo,
 A red cardigan with school logo,
 Black or grey trousers with black or grey socks,
 Black or grey skirt/pinafore with black, grey or white tights
or socks,
 Sensible black shoes – not trainers,
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Girls can wear red and white gingham summer dresses when the weather is warmer.

We offer a purchasing service through the School Office and a list of items is available separately, orders
are typically placed with suppliers on the 20th of each month, otherwise, suitable clothing in the school
colours is readily available in retail shops. Little Sprogs & Tesco for uniform.
Storage space is limited in classrooms so we ask children to come to school with just a school book bag.
School book bags can be purchased from the School Office, Little Sprogs or Tesco.
Jewellery, hairstyles, make-up
Parents are advised that, on the grounds of health, safety and security, pupils are not allowed to wear
jewellery at school. The only exception are small gold or silver coloured stud earrings (maximum of one
in each ear) which must be removed for PE and swimming. It is the responsibility of the pupils to remove
their own earrings, school staff are not permitted to remove a pupil’s earrings or apply tape to a pupil’s
ears. No other jewellery is to be worn, including watches. Make-up, including nail varnish and henna
style tattoos are not allowed either.
Hairstyles are expected to be neat and tidy without extremes of style or design. Hair colours should be
natural and conventional with no unnatural colours. Very short hair, shaved or partly-shaved heads are
not acceptable. Long hair should be tied back in a neat ponytail or plait with plain hair accessories that
follow the school colours of red, white, grey and black.
PE Kit
 Vest or T-shirt in *house colours, PE shorts
 Plimsolls or bare feet for indoor work
Games – All Children
 Standard PE kit, plus plimsolls or trainers
 Track suits in colder weather
Parents and guardians will be advised at the start of the year the days that PE occurs and it is their
responsibility to make sure their child is suitably dressed. Please provide a clearly marked PE bag – this
can be purchased from the office.
Please ensure that all items of school wear and bags are clearly marked with your child’s name. The
school takes no responsibility for lost or damaged clothing.
*House System - When the children start school they are allocated to a House and the house colours
are red, blue, green and yellow. We ensure brothers and sisters are in to the same house.

Our School Buildings and Grounds
The school originally opened in 1847 and whilst the Victorian building is no longer part of our premises
it is now the home of Horndon Playschool. Our present buildings are modern and set in attractive
playground and field areas.
Classrooms: We have seven classes, six of which are in the main building and one is a very well equipped
‘demountable’ building. All classrooms have practical areas and are carpeted and fitted with modern
furniture, computers, and interactive whiteboards and display boards.
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Computer Suite: This room is equipped with sufficient networked computers for half a class. We have
also recently purchased a class set of laptops and android tablets, thanks to the donations of the Friends
of Horndon School.
Hall: This is central and well equipped for physical education
activities, music and drama. At lunchtime our hall is used as
a dining room.
Library: Our school library is organised under a Dewey
system. Each class has a timetabled session in order to
develop the children’s research skills. We have an electronic
lending system so that we can monitor what the children are
reading.
Learning Zone: This room has been designed to accommodate a wide variety of activities. It is primarily
used to support the learning of various groups of pupils either individually or in small groups. The school
nurse holds a monthly health drop-in session here and where the children can learn to cook. It is also
home to a variety of school clubs.
Music Room: This room is equipped with a range of tuned and untuned percussion instruments (bought
through donations from parents and the local community). It is used for music lessons including brass,
guitar, strings and vocals delivered by Thurrock Music Services.
Playground and Field: Our recently refurbished rubber and asphalt playground is marked out for many
games including hopscotch and four square and it is used for both PE and
at playtime. We have an attractive field, marked with a small football
pitch, and a running track (summer only). When the weather permits
children enjoy playing on the field during the lunch hour and at morning
play. We also have an adventure play area constructed of wood, used on
a rota basis. Alongside the playground is a fenced wild area, which
contains a pond used for environmental study. The south side of the
building is shaded by a wooden veranda, which has a wild flower roof.
Children use this as a shaded play and picnic area. An eco-garden provides
the children with opportunities to plant a variety of flowers, vegetables
and herbs, as well as providing different habitats for children to study. All
play areas are protected by security fencing. 2015 saw the opening of our Prayer Garden, giving the
children a place to reflect in calm surroundings.

The Governing Body
There are twelve volunteer Governors at Horndon-on-the-Hill primary school who meet regularly
throughout the year. The Governors aim to use their individual skills and experience collectively to
support the school in achieving its aims, champion success and recognise good performance.
Roles and Responsibilities
Governors do not manage the school on a day-to-day basis, but are collectively responsible and
accountable for the long term development of the school. Their three key roles are:
 Ensuring clarify of vision, ethos and strategic direction;
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 Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its
pupils, and the performance management of staff;
 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent.

Health, Welfare & Safety
Break time & Lunchtime
Pupils in Foundation and KS1 classes are given a piece of fruit or vegetable to eat before break time as
part of the Government’s “Healthy Schools” initiative. Pupils in KS2 can bring a piece of fruit or raw
vegetable to eat at break time. Children will be responsible for any item bought into school and are
expected to sit down either on the picnic benches or the pergola to eat it.
Lunch time lasts from 11.50 (YR,1&2) or 12 (Y3-6) – 1pm. Parents
have the option to either purchase school dinners or provide a
packed lunch, although all children in Key Stage 1 are now
entitled to a free school meal. We have a well-equipped kitchen
where meals are served ‘cafeteria’ style. Meals are eaten in the
hall and we encourage good manners and considerate behaviour
at all times. Our school meals are provided by Thurrock Catering
Services who have been awarded the Silver Mark for their quality
of food. Meals for the week may be purchased on Mondays
priced £2.05 per day. We are pleased to accept payments for a term or half term if it is more convenient.
Children can select from our colour coded menus which include a vegetarian option and we encourage
them to make healthy and balanced choices.
The current menu can be found
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/school-meals/school-catering
We ask parents who are providing their children with a packed lunch to support us by making sure their
child’s meal contains a healthy range of food, which maybe eaten outside at our picnic tables, when the
weather is good. Please ensure that no glass bottles or fizzy drinks are sent into school and that sandwich
boxes are clearly labelled with your child’s name.
There are drinking fountains in each of the KS1 classes and children in KS2 classes children are permitted
to bring a plastic bottle of water from home which can be refilled during the day.
Absence
Government legislation requires the school to obtain a full explanation for all absence and decide
whether absence should be recorded as authorised or unauthorised. Please telephone the school office
as soon as you can on the morning of an absence or at lunchtime if your child is unfit for school after a
‘home’ lunch, this reassures us that your child is safe. If we have not heard from you on the first day of
your child’s absence the School Office will contact you to ascertain the reason for absence. A note is
required to explain any absence, unless a phone call or personal call is made to the school.
Unauthorised Absence
Schools receive visits from the Educational Welfare Officer who check registers and investigate any
absences that appear too frequent or have a pattern. They may then contact the family to ascertain
why the child is absent and what can be done to ensure regular attendance.
Authorised Absence
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Only the Headteacher (or in their absence a member of the Senior Leadership Team) can authorise
absences from school. Absence Request Forms are available from the School Office and reasons must
be given for the request. The Headteacher will arrange to meet with parents to discuss reasons for the
request before deciding whether to authorise the absence.
Thurrock Local Authority may also issue penalty notices (£60 per child, per parent) for any absence that
is taken during term time where the circumstances are not deemed to be exceptional.
If your child is likely to be absent from school for a longer period of time we will do all that we can to
support your child by providing material that can be completed at home if you so wish.
If your child has a medical appointment, please let us know beforehand and make arrangements to
collect them from school.
If a parent is likely to be late collecting their child at the end of the school day due to unforeseen
circumstances we would be very grateful if you could telephone the school as soon as possible so that
we can arrange for your child to be supervised. This will avoid your child becoming anxious and will
ensure their safety at the end of the day.
Medicines in School
A short summary of the policy is detailed below, the full policy can be found on the school website.
 Parents/guardians have prime responsibility for their child’s health.
 The school has no legal duty to administer medication.
 All medication should, if at all possible, be administered outside of school hours.
 If necessary for chronic conditions the school will keep essential medicines (supplied by the
parents/guardians) in school and supervise their administration.
 In these cases an individual care plan must be drawn up with the agreement of the Headteacher
 For short term illnesses where essential medicines need to be given in school hours, they should be
administered by parents, guardians or a nominated person, unless a care plan has been agreed.
 The school will endeavour to keep records of any medication administered by staff.
School Medicals & School Nurse
We make arrangements with the Local Health Authority to carry out their Health Screening Programme
for Year R and year 6 children. Parents are informed in good time so that they can be present. Parents
are also informed when routine dental, sight and hearing tests take place. We also act in the role of
Responsible Carers should the need arise and always seek to work alongside parents to ensure children’s
general good health. The School Nurse visits regularly and appointments can be made to discuss any
issues you may have.
Head lice
We are aware of how disturbing and annoying an outbreak of head lice can be. Where we detect a
problem in school, parents are informed immediately. We rely on our parents to help us eradicate the
pest by treating infected hair promptly. We have a leaflet giving advice about head lice which can be
obtained from the school office. We are also happy to put you in contact with the school nurse where
particular difficulties arise.
Security in School
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The safety and security of children in school is a priority. During the school day the main security gate
and gates into the playground are locked. Visitors are requested to enter the school building by
reception and wait for the attention of a member of staff, who may wish to check your identity. A door
release mechanism is then operated to allow access to the main building. Visitors to the school sign in
at reception and are asked to wear a badge.
All members of staff are alert to the need to check the identity of anyone not wearing a badge on the
school premises and we encourage the children to tell an adult if they see anyone without a badge.
We have an emergency action policy in place which provides guidelines in case of emergency. We hope
never to have to use these measures, but you will appreciate the importance of having procedures in
place, just in case.
Contact Information
It is important that you keep us informed about:
 Changes of address or telephone numbers,
 Your child’s medical details,
 Changes to an emergency contact number.
Accidents and Emergencies
Forms are provided for parents to give us details of emergency contact numbers. We do ask to be
informed immediately if there are changes so our records can be updated. This is vital in case children
are taken ill during the school day. If medical treatment at hospital is needed, pupils have to be
accompanied by an adult and of course this should be a parent or guardian. We would always try to
make contact prior to calling an ambulance, except in extreme cases. A member of staff would
accompany the child if parents cannot be contacted. We do have appointed First-Aiders, who attend to
children with minor mishaps.
Working with other agencies
We have close links with a number of agencies based in the local area, including social services and
members of the health service. The Headteacher is the designated person responsible for child
protection. If an issue is raised of a child protection nature, the adults concerned will usually be informed
depending upon the nature of the referral. However, in some cases direct contact might be made with
social services.
We recognise that all families can have times of crises and might need the support of professionals. We
encourage our families to let us know if they are experiencing difficulties and we will do our best to put
them in contact with the relevant agency. We believe that an open and honest partnership with our
families is of great importance. Problems at home often manifest themselves in school and vice versa.
Communication is vital so that we can support the child concerned. Please let us know if events at home
might affect a child’s behaviour and emotional well-being in school.
We encourage the children to be aware of their own safety, through road safety activities, stranger
danger, e-safety and drug awareness programmes supported by supported by Thurrock Council and our
Police School Liaison Officer. We ask children not to talk to people through the fence, even if they know
them.
Parking outside school
Horndon-on-the-Hill C of E Primary School: Prospectus 2015 – 16
13

Page

If you have to bring your child to school in a car, park well away from the school and never on the zigzag
lines or the school car park. We suggest that parents park alongside the field in Mill Lane or the Village
Hall car park and walk children to the school gates. Walking the last part of the journey will ease
congestion and give you the chance to give your child some valuable road safety training.
The internet and use of visual images
We have an e-safety policy and restrict access to the internet (information is given to parents of new
entrants, along with a permission slip for parents to sign). We also ask parents to let us know in writing
if they object to their child’s photograph being used on our website. Although the use of cameras and
video equipment is not banned, we ask parents to be sensitive to the taking of photographs of children
during performances and not put them on to social networking sites if they contain pictures of other
pupils. If children are filmed as part of their normal lessons, it is as an aid to evaluation and discussion.
These films are only used within school.
Behaviour
Parents and visitors often remark that they are impressed with the atmosphere in school and the
courteous, co-operative way in which the children behave. The school is a community where behaviour
is based on mutual respect and consideration for others. Our values, standards and attitudes are made
clear by example and discussion, as set out in our Positive Behaviour policy, which includes clear
guidance for dealing with any instances of bullying.
Reward System
In support of positive attitudes to work, attendance and behaviour we
operate a reward system. Achievement certificates are presented to
children for following the school rules and good work. We also present
attendance badges and certificates to individual children at the end of each
term and at the end of year. Children also enjoy gaining ‘house points’ for
their own school team. In this way we aim to encourage high self-esteem
and a sense of responsibility.
Unfortunately there will always be times when poor behaviour needs to be
challenged. Then sanctions such as a ‘loss of playtime’ may be imposed.
Parents are consulted quickly if anti-social behaviour persists. Where
inappropriate behaviour leads to loss or damage of property, parents will
be asked to contribute to replacements. In exceptional circumstances,
persistent problems could lead to exclusion.

The School Curriculum
At Horndon we aim to provide a broad and balances curriculum which allows each child to develop
according to their individual age and ability. The school has implemented the new National
Curriculum and our plans will ensure that all children complete the National Curriculum
requirements and skills during their time at Horndon School. The new national curriculum in English
Primary schools - a guide for parents is a comprehensive guide.
The structure of the curriculum can broadly be divided into three main areas:
 Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
 Key Stage 1 – Years 1 & 2 (KS1)
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Key Stage 2 - Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 (KS2)

Foundation Stage
This starts from the age of three and continues until the child enters Year 1, so some of this may be
familiar to you if your child has attended pre-school.
Children in Reception Class follow the Foundation curriculum based on the
Early Learning goals. Prime areas are:
 Personal, social and emotional development (PSHE),
 Language, Literacy and Communication,
 Physical development,
 Mathematical development,
 Knowledge and understanding the world,
 Creative development.
These areas form the basis of the Foundation curriculum and are delivered
through a variety of teaching methods e.g. structured play and focussed
activities either as a whole class, a group or individually. There are also many opportunities for child
initiated learning as we believe that if a child shows curiosity about an area and wishes to investigate it
further then, where possible, this should be encouraged. During this Foundation year we aim to ensure
that the children feel safe, happy and integrated into the life of the school. Our aim is for them to
become independent, confident learners who are at the beginning of a lifetime of learning opportunities.
We also aim to maximise children’s natural curiosity about the world around them thus enthusing them
towards learning as a means for discovering the answers to their questions.
Key Stage 1 and 2
Core subjects: English, Mathematics, Science and Computing.
Foundation subjects: History, Geography, Music, PE (Physical Education),
MFL (Modern Foreign Languages): Art & Design Technology, RE (Religious
Education), PSHE (Personal, Social & Health Education) and Citizenship.
Planning
All classes have timetables, medium and short term plans and learning
objectives which are displayed in each classroom. The majority of morning
sessions will be English and Mathematics with afternoon sessions used to
develop and explore foundation subjects through termly topics e.g. the
invasion of the Celts may link learning to rivers and iron mines, comparison
of English counties today with Celtic settlements and the differences in diet
and clothing. Details of what will be covered by each class can be found
on the school website, this is updates termly.
English
We value clear, fluent spoken English and create opportunities for the children to become confident in
a variety of situations and purposes, including drama. All children participate in weekly assemblies, work
for religious festivals and the end of year whole school production.
Both reading for pleasure and information is given a very high priority. Reading is taught both carefully
and systematically to all children so that they develop the skills they need to read with fluency and
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understanding. The school uses a phonicsbased approach to teach the sounds that
children will need to learn to read fluently. All
children enjoy daily ‘guided reading sessions’
when teachers are able to work with individual
children on a rotational basis. We have also set
up a system of “Reading Buddies” so that KS2
pupils can support the younger pupils on a
regular basis.
Children have access to the library and each
classroom also has its own selection of books
ranging from non-fiction, plays, poetry and
fiction. The children are encouraged to read as
wide a variety of books as possible to increase their vocabulary and appreciation of a variety of styles of
writing. Our children are able to borrow books and take them home where they are encourage to read
them to their parents. Parents are encouraged to take an active part in the selection of these books and
to hear their child read on a regular basis.
Children are taught to develop a comfortable and joined-up style of writing as soon as possible and
frequent practice is encouraged. A copy of our handwriting letter formation guidance is given to
Reception class parents and is available on request. Children are given spellings each week to learn at
home and are often asked to use write sentences that incorporate the spelling so that they are not learnt
in isolation. As in other areas of language development, our young writers are encouraged to compose
for a variety of purposes and audiences and develop their ability to spell, punctuate, revise and redraft
work accurately.
Mathematics
The National Curriculum emphasises the requirement for children to be able
to use numbers effectively and to practically solve problems. Children will
use apparatus and real situations such a cooking, costing, measuring and
comparing to practise and reinforce the accurate understanding,
manipulation and operation of numbers. Mental arithmetic, including
multiplication tables and number bonds, is taught systematically with
emphasis on accuracy and speed. All KS1 and KS2 children will have number
bonds and times tables to practise at home and will be tested weekly and we
encourage parents to support this learning. Understanding is developed
through direct experience and by written consolidation work. Children are
taught to collect and analyse data, preferably in investigative situations,
which are meaningful and part of problem solving. We take advantage of
whole school events such as the Christmas Bazaar, to involve children in ‘real-life’ maths. Each classroom
has a Maths equipment area and the children also have access to laptops and tablets to support their
learning.
Science
Science is a core area of the National Curriculum and importance is given to teaching children to think
scientifically and whenever possible we introduce children to scientific investigations using first-hand
experience. The children are encouraged to make predictions, observations, carry out fair tests and
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record their findings systematically. It is through enquiry and investigation approach that we teach our
children to think in a scientific way and to gain scientific knowledge. Children also enjoy studying the
way the human body works and they are taught to relate their learning to health and hygiene. We use
our very rich environment, including our school pond and wild area, to enhance understanding of the
natural world. Health education is an integral part of the science scheme.
Computing
Our school is well equipped, Wi-Fi is available throughout the school and each class has an interactive
whiteboard. We also have a wide range of laptops and tablets, a scanner and digital camera that are
used to support all areas of the curriculum. Children are taught how to word process, handle data and
use spreadsheets, code, create presentations and to use a wide variety of software packages and
peripherals. Children are also encouraged to begin to write their own simple programs. The children
have supervised access to the internet and are taught
how to keep themselves safe on-line. Parents are
given a copy of the school internet policy and asked to
sign a permission form for children to use the internet
and electronic mail, via the school’s VLE (Virtual
Learning Environment). The computer suite can be
used to teach children skills and strategies in small
groups, but the emphasis on using ICT as a
communication tool means resources are often taken
into the classroom and frequently used to support the
learning that is taking place there.
History and Geography
History activities are planned to enable the pupils to develop an awareness of the past and how it differs
from the present. The geography programme of study provides opportunities for all pupils to develop
an understanding of a range of geographical knowledge and skills. The areas to be covered are clearly
defined to comply with the requirements of the National Curriculum.
Music
All children are given opportunities to listen, play, compose and sing. Some of these activities may be
for presentation such as assembly or festival work. At other times class work will be concentrated on
appropriate understanding of musical form and responding to known composers. We have a dedicated
music room and a good collection of tuned and non-tuned instruments, a large collection of BBC
materials and the Music Express Scheme to support our work. Children have the opportunity to join the
infant choir in year 1 and the junior choir in KS 2. We also have a hand chime lunchtime club.
Physical Education
We plan a balanced programme of activities, which include gymnastics, dance and athletics. We teach
the skills required for children to develop stamina and control as well as the enjoyment of participation
and co-operation. The hall is equipped with a variety of apparatus; the playground is marked out for
netball and other activities. The field is marked out for football in the winter and running during the
summer. We also have a good supply of equipment for team games. Children in Year 3 have a weekly
swimming lesson, while children in Years 4, 5 and 6 swim weekly during one term per year - a voluntary
contribution is requested for swimming lessons. Outdoor Adventure Activity – In Years 4 and 5, children
are involved in outdoor pursuits at our local facility, Grangewaters or Stubbers and Year 6 have the
opportunity for a residential outdoor adventure week.
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Pupils are encouraged to participate in after school clubs such as football, hockey, golf, rugby and
athletics. Children also have the opportunity to be involved in inter-school competitive sport and district
events. We are grateful to the parents and staff who support these clubs. If you have an area of expertise
and would like to help, please come in and see the Headteacher.

Religious Education
We aim to develop the children’s understanding of Christian beliefs and values, through whole school
assemblies and class lessons. This is linked to personal and social development and learning about other
world faiths: Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. Christian Festivals are celebrated in the village Church of St.
Peter and St. Paul. We believe it is important to celebrate the rich diversity of faiths and beliefs within
our community and beyond. We emphasise valuing one another and welcome the opportunities that
the curriculum offers in this area.
Collective Worship
The school meets daily for an act of collective worship as part of assembly,
which is broadly Christian. This includes a hymn and prayers. The school
celebrates the festivals of the Christian year in a variety of ways including
Harvest, Christmas and Easter services in the church. Each child is able to
contribute to a class prayer book which is used in assemblies and class worship.
Parents who do not wish their children to take part in collective worship are
asked to contact the Headteacher.
Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship
We place great importance on the physical, emotional, social and personal development of children.
Topics such as personal safety, hygiene, nutrition and respect for others are covered on a day-to-day
basis and as part of cross-curricular work.
Sex and Relationships Education
Sex education and family values are taught throughout the school as part of a focused programme of
work. It may also arise naturally within other areas of learning. Parents are given the opportunity to
view the material used with the children. A copy of our Sex and Relationship policy and programme of
study are available on request. Parents may withdraw children from all or part of the sex education
provided except that which is required as part of the National Curriculum.
Art, Design & Design Technology
Children’s artwork in both 2D and 3D is celebrated as a valuable
record of observation and expression. They use a variety of
media to create pictures attending to colour, shape, pattern,
texture and form. They are given opportunities to develop
imaginative skills as well as study the work of great artists. We
aim that children have at least one visit to a major gallery during
their time with us. Children are given opportunities to work with
clay, textiles, construction kits and the materials and tools
needed for making models. We have facilities for Food
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Technology study, which is covered at least once in an academic year. We offer
the children opportunities to develop their own ideas to plan and make their
own designs. Design Technology is usually linked with Science, Maths and Art.
Children with Special Educational Needs (SEN)
We believe in equal opportunities and are committed to high-quality education
for all pupils. All work is planned to match the ability and needs of the pupils
and those who need extra help are given support by class teachers or by a
Teaching Assistant under guidance of the class teacher.
Some learning support is planned to take place within normal class lessons but
some children do benefit from individual teaching. An individualised programme
is then planned, carried out and monitored. If after this there is still a cause for
concern, it is decided, together with the parents whether it is appropriate to consult with the relevant
advisory services so that their needs are met. Our SEN policy is available on the school website.
More-able, Gifted and Talented
Children who are identified as being, more-able gifted or talented are provided with appropriate
activities to meet their needs.
Homework
Throughout their time at Horndon, parents are asked to support their children’s learning by:
 Developing a homework routine and setting aside a quiet place for homework to be completed,
 Allocating time at home for reading,
 Taking them to the local library,
 Encouraging them to learn their spelling and times tables,
 Encouraging them to look up words they don’t know in a dictionary and find information on their
own,
 Involving them in activities which support the maths curriculum e.g. shopping and baking,
 Taking them to interesting places for example parks, beaches, museums etc.
 Taking time to discuss their work with them.
Parents, children and teachers are asked to sign a Home School Agreement at the start of each academic
year. All children are given a Reading Record Book and a Homework Book, these form part of the
essential exchange between parents, teachers and children. In KS2 children may also be required to
finish work at home if they have not completed a task in a given time at school.
Money Matter & Charging for School Activities
We do not charge for any activity that takes place during the school day but a voluntary contribution
may be requested to offset costs e.g. a class educational visit or very occasional in-school specialist input.
If insufficient funds are available then the trip will be cancelled to prevent any child from being excluded.
Full details of the Charging and Remissions Policy are available on the school website.
We request that all monies are sent into the school office via the children on a Monday by an ‘envelope’
system. These envelopes can be purchased from the school office. When any payments are necessary
please put the money or cheque (made payable to Horndon-on-the-Hill Primary School and with your
card number printed on the reverse) in a sealed envelope which shows your child’s name, class, purpose
and sum enclosed. Please ensure dinner monies, trip monies and all other payments are submitted
Horndon-on-the-Hill C of E Primary School: Prospectus 2015 – 16
19

Page

separately. Receipts are available on request. Change is returned by the same route; however, no
change is given for dinner monies as a running balance is kept on our system. Only in an ‘emergency’
can we accept money into the office over the front counter.

Links with Parents
All of our systems are designed to ensure that the children lead happy, well-adjusted lives in school and
that their progress is monitored. We strive to operate an open door policy and encourage parents to
share any concerns that may have. We have opened lines of communication through Twitter and our
Parent Voice Facebook page.
Keeping in touch
We produce weekly newsletter on Friday, where we celebrate the children’s successes both inside and
outside school and provide information about forthcoming events and key dates. Please also ask your
child if they have been given any letters to bring home. You will find the newsletter on the website
where you can sign-up to receive it by e-mail.
Drop-in Sessions
Parents and carers can make an appointment to meet and speak with a class teacher privately after
school on a Tuesday. If you are unable to make one of these sessions we are happy to meet or phone
you to discuss any concerns. Please be aware that teachers and senior staff cannot be available on
demand immediately.
Class learning workshops
During the Spring term we invite parents to join their child at a class
learning workshop. The children take on the role of teacher and share
what they have learnt during the year so far.
Assessment
Teachers use assessment in order to set appropriate work and targets
for the children. Assessment takes many forms, teachers will make
informal assessments as they listen to children and work with them
during the day as well as when they mark their written work. More formal assessments take place at
the end of units of work. Children are informed of their progress through targets and the marking
procedures. Assessments will guide teachers to the children that need support and maybe identified as
requiring special needs support. The most able, gifted and talented children are also identified and
appropriate support put in place. At the end of the Foundation Stage, the Foundation Stage Profile
informs teachers and parents of where a child is working at on the Foundation Stage Curriculum. At the
end of Year 2 and Year 6, Statutory Assessments (SATs) are taken which is a National requirement. End
of year assessments are also undertaken for each year group.
Termly Learning Conferences
Termly Learning Conferences (TLCs) take place in November and March and are designed to inform
parents how a child is working and progressing. They also provide an opportunity for you and your child
to talk about their learning with the class teacher. In preparation for these conferences, the children
work on targets detailed in a “Termly Learning Agreement” which encourages them to review prior
learning and set new targets with their teacher.
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Annual School Report
A written report on each child’s achievements is sent home to parents during the Summer Term. The
report includes brief details of achievements in all subjects along with comments on general progress,
including attendance. Parents consultations help inform parents of how a child is working and
progressing in School, against National standards
FOHS (Friends of Horndon School)
All parents are automatically members of “Friends of Horndon
School”. The group aims to foster co-operation between parents,
governors, teachers, pupils and the wider community by
organising social events, members raise money to provide extra
resources for the school.
Past generous donations have included computers, books, library
and PE equipment. FOHS run termly children’s disco, cinema nights
and an annual May Fayre and assist with the Christmas Bazaar –
all of which are greatly appreciated.
Helping in School
There are many ways in which we need your help in school. If you have any time to spare and feel you
would like to work as a volunteer please contact the school office. Some of the ways in which you might
be able to help are:
 Listening to readers;
 Accompanying children to the swimming pool;
 Going on educational visits;
 Supporting practical lessons where appropriate;
 Helping in and around school as needed.
Complaints
At Horndon Primary School the emphasis is on partnership and we hope that all problems concerning
any child will be dealt with speedily. However if there are any complaints about any aspect of the School,
we ask that you follow the procedures detailed in the school’s complaints policy that can be found on
the website.

Other school activities
The School Council
All children have a voice on school matters via the School Council. Two representatives are elected
annually from each class and meetings are held half-termly. The School Council elect their own Chair,
Secretary and Treasurer and a member of staff oversees the meeting to offer advice where appropriate.
Minutes of the meetings are circulated and reported back to the whole school and the Governing Body.
Church Services
We celebrate the festivals of Harvest, Easter, Ash Wednesday, Christmas and end of key stages at our
parish church, St. Peter and St. Paul’s and at school. KS1 and KS2 Parents are invited to share Christmas
celebrations. Year 2 are presented with prayer books at the end of the year to take into KS2. Year 6 pupils
take part in a special leaver’s service at the church to reflect on their time at the school.
Road Safety and Bikeability
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In conjunction with Thurrock Borough Council we carry out “Road Safety Initiatives” for all children. For
pupils of 10+ we organise a course of Bikeability lessons for which there is no charge. We strongly advise
participation, as children must hold a certificate in order to cycle when they transfer to the local
Secondary School. Helmets must be worn and bicycles should be securely padlocked in the cycle shed.
Charity Fund Raising
Each year we choose to support a local and a national charity by arranging simple fund-raising activities
to involve the children. Harvest links are made with appropriate charities, e.g. Thurrock Foodbank. We
also support the work of Operation Christmas Child during the Autumn term and a National Children’s
charity in the Spring term.
Competitions
We encourage children to take part in local and national competitions and are delighted when we are
able to celebrate success.
Sports Day
Parents are welcome at our Sports Day which takes place in June. A number of mini-tournaments,
between houses, are also carried out during the morning.
Whole School Production
We believe that all of our children should take part in our School Production. This takes place annually
at the end of the Summer term.
Clubs and Activities
Children have wide and varied talents. We recognise how important it is that they are given opportunity
to find a variety of ways in which they can achieve success and raise their self-esteem. At the time of
going to press, after school clubs include: football, tag rugby, craft, Infant and Junior choirs, gardening,
computing, pottery and the Omlet chicken club.
There is an opportunity to take part in a Multi Sports Club organised by an external agency called Star
Sports, charges apply.
Children also have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument with peripatetic tutors from Thurrock
Music Service. Instruments offered are brass, woodwind, strings, guitars and keyboards. Vocal lessons
are also offered and charges apply. In years 5 and 6 all children have the opportunity to learn the
clarinet as part of the school curriculum.
Transitional Arrangements - Playgroups & Pre-Schools
At Horndon we take pride in caring for our children. A transition programme is arranged for parents and
pupils, including an introductory evening for parents, introductory visits for children and individual
appointments for parents to meet with the class teacher. They also meet the children in their pre-school
setting where appropriate. This all helps to make their start positive and enjoyable.
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Transitional arrangements - secondary school
We also liaise closely with our main secondary feeder schools
- St. Clere’s, Gable Hall and Hassenbrook. There is a wellestablished “Transfer Induction Programme” for our Year 6
pupils, which includes a transition week which in held in July
where pupils experience life at secondary school.

We hope that this Prospectus gives you all the practical information you need. You are
also most welcome to visit the school - all you need to do is make an appointment at the
school office.
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